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The world is my schoolbag

& Originated at University of Paderborn
& Computers and Society
& Focusing every day work, not 

technology
& “Lernstatt Paderborn”
µ Cooperation of: University of Paderborn, 

Stadt Paderborn, GKD Paderborn, RP-
Detmold, Sun Education and StarOffice



Everyday Life with IT at Schools

& There are exceptions, but almost:
µ Hardware from the junk yard

µ Voluntary administration

µ Teachers without proper IT knowledge

µ Fine political work of some commercial 
companies

& What is media education?
µ Reading e-mail, using MSO or cutting 

videos



How efficient is this?

& Product orientated education and 
engagement instead of core IT concepts

& Training content is ranging from school 
to school quite high

& Wide difference between targeted and 
actual state

& Is it possible to establish nation wide 
educational concepts with this 
infrastructure?



Directives of StarOffice 4 Kids

& Software as Tool
µ Assists instead of being the subject matter 

µ Available at every workplace

& Service providing vs. Product
µ Guarantees vs. Luck

& The World is my Schoolbag
µ IT embeds in the physical world

µ Technology solves technological problems



Idea

& Network centric workplace for teachers 
and students

& One place for Applications and 
Documents

& A Platform for open lecture material and 
educational software

& Open High-Level interface
µ school book publishers, teachers 

initiatives, Linux service provider, etc.



Technology

& Take a Content Management System 
and OpenOffice.org API

& remove the OpenOffice.org UI
& and replace it by a UI, descibed in XML 

(e.g. Xul).
& Now Applications and Documents are 

blend together!
& Applications are easy to implement or 

to adapt.
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Benefits

& Teachers have to distribute tests. Now 
let them distribute applications as well.

& A text processor for biology lessons?
& A students desktop write protected?
µ Copy it and apply your skin!

& Suspend work at school and continue it 
at home.



Prejudices

& Usual counter-arguments:
µ What if the network breaks down?

µ Open system means “do everything”!

µ I don't need “Child”-Applications, in future 
they need Word knowledge!

µ What about my Educational CD-ROMs?

µ Hey guys, this tis a glimpse to the future!

& Results of a PC or product centric 
socialization



Why Open Source?

& Public used software has to be OSS:
µ Public knowledge, partial product 

sponsoring, license costs, security, etc.

& ASP software has to be OSS:
µ Changeover between local ASPs

& Open Source Service Providers
µ Can open up a vertical market:

µ Special didactics, a dentists solution, etc.



How to earn money?

& Alone position features:
µ Knowledge in a business segment opens a 

market

µ Cooperation of large ASPs with local SPs

µ Large ASPs replace OSS CMS by high 
scaling CMS solution

& For Sun Microsystems, Inc.
µ Large ASPs, many Sessions, many CPUs

µ Show Vision: Webtop, Network Centric



Problems

& Filed of education has low budgets
& Needs open learning material
µ The industrial field of school book 

publishers 

& Do ASPs publish patches?
µ One installation with 10000 users, is 

difficult to focus with copyleft idea.



Status of StarOffice 4 Kids

& Prototype in cooperation with Uni 
Paderborn
µ A tinkered piece of code to advert for the 

project

µ Mozilla Xul, RDF, Servlets and MySQL

µ Find Partners

µ Start the Project

& Pilot project “Lernstatt Paderborn”



Contact

& Werner Roth <werner.roth@sun.com>
& Joachim Baumert <baumert@upb.de>
& http://iug.upb.de/staroffice4kids
& :pserver:anonymous@starportal.upb.de:

/cvs



Team

Carsten Birkelbach, Christine Murra, Einar 
Huschitt, Frank Meiners, Gregor 

Bornemann, Joachim Baumert, Karsten 
Riethmacher, Oliver Hopt, Prof. Dr. 

Reinhard Keil-Slawik, Ralf Hofmann, 
Sascha Meyer zu Siederdissen, Stefan 

Mrosh, Torsten Schulz, Werner Roth



StarOffice 4 Kids Desktop



Text Processor Grade 1



Text Processor Grade 2



Text Processor Grade 3


